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Simple Words of Faith from Dr. Hess:
I was asked by a Muslim woman this past winter to do her Father’s funeral service. You may or may not know that I have kind of a ‘rep’ with the
funeral directors in the area that if ever they get a funeral that’s just a ‘little different’ they generally call me. Hmmmm. Symar was raised Christian
and became Muslim when she married her husband. Her father, the deceased, was Christian, and her mother was Jewish. Hmmmm. “Sure”, I found
myself saying, not really feeling sure at all. So I met with Symar, her siblings and their families, all the time wondering how I could bring this multireligious yet monotheistic family comfort (and try not to inadvertently offend or worse, cause them even more pain in this time of grieving.) I did
some research (think google) and was able to find words of peace and comfort in the Koran, as well as encouraging words from our First Testament
(aka Old Testament) or our Jewish bible. In the end I was feeling just a little tension before the funeral at Kraph and Hugh’s funeral home on Broad
Street. Rabbi Michael Michelin (my Rabbi as I call him ) from Beth Israel Temple was attending, We chatted and I asked if he wanted to participate.
He declined a little too quickly – Ha Ha. I was standing in the hallway just down from the restrooms at Kraph and Hugh’s, thinking about the funeral
service to come, when I looked down at my right hand and there spread directly across my palm was a Rainbow! It was vivid and bright in color and
form, and it lay perfectly from the base of my thumb slightly curved up toward my pointer finger and down to the base of my pinkie. Wow! I gasped
on a quick intake of breath. It just took my breath away! The sunlight coming through a beveled window was refracted oh so joyfully on my hand!
I love it! I wanted to take a pic but my phone was put away because I was getting ready to walk into the service. So I smiled to myself knowing I
had just received a gift from God. Sometimes I can do stuff right I guess!
Your Rainbow Blessed Pastor,
Jane
PS I have since purchased a prism in order to duplicate this palm rainbow to no avail. I need to consult a physics person but am hoping to ‘Give you
each a Rainbow Blessing’!

Sunday School News
Sunday school had Joint Sunday school classes through Lent with the
teachers taking turns leading the activities. Both teachers and students
enjoy the change of class structure and are increasing their understanding
of what Lent is all about while having a great time.
There will be no Sunday School classes on Easter Sunday however the
youth will sing a song they have been practicing with Miss Tracy as
part of the 10 am Easter worship.
The last day for Sunday School is May 17th. Sunday School recognition
will take place on May 17th during the 10:00 service.

New Worship Schedule
Easter Egg Hunt
April 12th will be the Annual Easter Egg Hunt which we are holding
during regular Sunday school time. Egg hunters should BYOB (bring
your own basket). In addition to the hunt the youth will have craft time
and snacks.

Watoto Children’s Choir
If you missed this exciting and energetic youth choir from Watoto,
Uganda please mark your calendars now! On Saturday May 18th at
6:00 PM we will be lead on a wonderful, joyful and exuberant journey
by these faith filled students! This group’s program is based on John
3:1 “See what kind of love the Father has given to us that we should be
called children of God, and so we are!”
We will need to feed this group of 45 people (includes students and their
adult care givers). Anyone willing to cook and serve?? Please see Rev.
Hess.
Please come and tell your friends and neighbors – you don’t want to
miss this!

Worship has always been the heart of our church life. Yes we do so very
much for each other, our community, people in need – we ‘catch;’ them,
support them and feed them. But Worship is the touch stone of our life
together. No matter who you are, or where you are in life’s journey, you
are welcome here! Sadly, the numbers have been decreasing steadily
for our Saturday 6:00 PM service so we will not have Saturday evening
services in August. Then, starting in September we will have service
from 4:30 to 5:00. It’s a ½ hour blended service and Rev. Hess is really
quite good at keeping to the half-hour time clock. You can come and
get your Spirits revved for the week in just a half hour. Spread the word
– 30 minutes and Go! Yah God!

Mother’s Day Tea
The Sunday school will hold
its annual Mother’s Day Tea on
Sunday May 10th from 9 -9:45 am
in the Church hall. Anyone who
has a Mom is welcome to attend
to reminisce and honor that special
lady in their life!

New Members Sunday
Church statisticians tell us that 85% of New Church Members are the
result of people asking people to come. It seems like a simple process.
It’s not. Please don’t keep our vital church ministry a secret! Our next
New Members weekend is June 6&7! Go and Tell!

LAY PASTOR’S CORNER
Are you a multitasker and proud of it? I am
always multitasking. For example, I might be
talking to a friend on the phone, cleaning my
bathroom, doing laundry, and quite possibly
have one eye on the TV. As a teacher and any
teacher can vouch for this, at any given moment
we can be teaching, refereeing, parenting,
nursing, counseling, and teaching a small
group of students while keeping one eye on the
rest of the students. Multitasking is exhausting.
So why do we do it? Our jobs demand it, we
demand it of ourselves. We feel guilty if we
are not being productive every waking minute
of our day.
In Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 we read these familiar
words, “For everything there is a season, and
a time for every matter under heaven; a time to
be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and
a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill,
and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a
time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to
laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a
time to throw away stones, and a time to gather
stones together; a time to embrace, and a time
to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and
a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to
throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a
time to keep silent, and a time to speak; a time
to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and
a time for peace.”
There is a time for everything we just don’t have
to have it all going on at once! Mindful living
is one remedy for that. Mindfulness, according
to one definition, is the practice of purposely
focusing your attention on the present moment,

Spring Craft Fair April 25th
This year we are having a Spring Craft Fair
on Saturday April 25th 9-2. This is for crafters
only (different from Yard sale folks) and the
cost is $20 per table. We will also be selling
food from our wonderful kitchen crew! Sign up
for your table with Judy Hartzel 570-956-1981

Faith UCC 200 Club Winners
January, February March 2015
1st Prize $50.00 1/09/15 Ticket #160
Judy Heiser
nd
2 Prize $50.00 1/16/15 Ticket #24
Elaine Yeager
rd
3 Prize $50.00 1/23/15 Ticket #44
Gary Marsh
th
4 Prize $50.00 2/01/15 Ticket #185
Donna Otter
5th Prize $50.00 2/06/15 Ticket #123
Donna Phillips
6th Prize $50.00 2/13/15 Ticket #192
Nathalie Kuhn
th
7 Prize $50.00 2/20/15 Ticket #186
John Drobnock III
th
8 Prize $50.00 2/27/15 Ticket #151
Shirley Zimmerman
Final Grand Prize $400.00
Ticket #98
Judi Zanolini
There were 190 tickets sold, with a profit
of $1,100.00. Thanks to all members for
supporting this church fundraiser. A great big
thank you to everyone who sold tickets, it is
greatly appreciated!

fully present, attending to the moment, deeply
engaged and yet at peace, accepting it without
judgment. My translation of that is to be in the
moment (not in the past or in the future) in all
that I do. In other words when I am teaching
I should not be thinking about what is on my
schedule later in the day. When I am having a
conversation with someone I should strive to
really listen and not think about what I want to
say or do next. When I am taking time to relax
I should not feel guilty about what I should be
doing.
We live in a busy world and if we are
multitasking to get the most out of our days,
the fact of the matter is, we really aren’t getting
the most out of our days by trying to have three
or four or five moments at a time. In the words
of Jean-Pierre De Caussade, who believed that
the present moment is a sacrament from God,
“The present moment holds infinite riches
beyond your wildest dreams but you will only
enjoy them to the extent of your faith and love.
The more a soul loves, the more it longs, the
more it hopes, the more it finds. The will of
God is manifest in each moment, an immense
ocean which only the heart fathoms insofar as
it overflows with faith, trust, and love.”
By the time you read this, spring will have
sprung (hopefully) and summer will be around
the corner. I pray that you will call to mind these
inspiring words of Jean-Pierre De Caussade
and appreciate and receive with gratitude the
present moment as a sacrament from God.
Peace and grace,
Lynne

Giving Tree Collection
for April thru July are
children’s diapers for
Catholic Social Services.
Thanks!
Bingo Summer Update
Bingo needs EVERYONE’S help!!!!!!!
Every Friday night we need at least two cakes,
a specialty food item (crock pot size), and
five people to work in the kitchen. We will be
coming into the warmer months and with that
people are on vacation, so that leaves us short
of help.
Please if there is a night that you could work
or make something, please call Judy at (570)
459-2923 or (570) 956-1981. Remember bingo
is an ongoing fundraiser for “OUR” church,
and to keep it going we need the support of our
church family.

Bingo Gift Certificates
A night in the air-conditioned social hall might
be the ticket on a warm summer evening.
Cost-$15.00
Includes:
*Admission
*Magic Number
*Bonanza Special
See or call Dotty Burrell at 570-788-3910

One Day Bible School
The past two years were disappointing for
Vacation Bible School so we are once again
going to try something new. We plan to do a one
day VBS on Saturday, May 30th from 1 – 4 PM.
Parents may obtain a registration form from
one of the Sunday School Teachers. The youth
will participate in three hours of storytelling,
games and crafts. Parents are invited to join the
kids at 4 PM for a family style picnic with hot
dogs, BBQ and drinks provided by the Sunday
school. Parents are very welcome to sign up to
bring a side dish or dessert to share. Afterward
all will be treated to a movie chosen by the
Sunday school youth. The Sunday school
students will be allowed to cast a vote for what
movie they would like to see each time they
attend Sunday school from March 1st through
May 17th. The movies suggested by the youth
are: Big Hero 6, I Bought A Zoo, Despicable
Me 2, and Frozen. Bring a blanket or beach
towel because we will attempt to show the
movie outside if the weather cooperates, and
it’s dark enough.

Rummage Sale
We need help to set up for the rummage sale,
also to help the day of the sale. Anyone able to
help can contact Janet at 570-455-5135.
May 11th 4:00-6:00 (Setup)
May 12th 9:00-4:00 (Setup)
Donations of items can be brought in at these
times
Sale:
May 13th 9:00-4:00
May 14th 9:00-12:00 (Bag Day)
This is a good way to declutter after spring
cleaning!
NO
EXERCISE
EQUIPMENT
OR
FURNITURE,
PLEASE.
WE
WOULD
APPRECIATE YOUR DONATIONS OF
CLEAN CLOTHES AND OTHER ITEMS.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR PHONE?

Have you moved recently? Changed your
telephone number?
If so, please call the church office at 454-5982
to make the correction.
Our computer records need to be accurate so
that we can get the newsletter, envelopes and
other correspondence to you.
You can also drop a note in the weekly
collection plate, or send updates to:
Faith UCC, 21 Faith Dr., Hazleton, PA 18202.
PLEASE HELP US KEEP OUR RECORDS
UP TO DATE.

SOCIAL HALL RENTAL

Please remember that our church social hall is
available for rental by people and organizations
both inside and outside of our congregation.
Contact Building Superintendent Judy Hartzel
at 459-2923 for rental information.

Mission Trip to Pittsburg Project
Our youth are planning to head out to Pittsburg
Project again this summer July 13-17th. This
Mission Trip involves doing hands on house
repairs for Senior Citizens in the Pittsburg area.
We are sent out in groups of 7 to do carpentry
projects, plastering and painting. The cost is
$300 per youth plus we need to rent a van.
Soooo we need your help! We are having a
$100 Bingo on May 3rd to raise the money.
Even if you don’t care for Bingo please tell
others! You can purchase tickets from any
youth or if you’d just like to make a donation
all will be greatly appreciated!

Faith Yard Sales
The following are our Church Yard Sales
scheduled through August:
May 22nd 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
June 20th 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
July 25th 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Aug. (to be determined- -to coincide with
the Peach festival?) 9 a.m. -2 p.m.
The cost is $10.00 per space. No limit on
the number of spaces you can rent. Linda
Eigenbrod is handling reservations. Linda’s
phone number is 570-956-7927 to reserve.
If you don’t know, Linda is Betty Jean’s sister
and is graciously succeeding her.

Faith Fest

Some of last year’s popular entertainment

Mothers’ Day Geranium Sale
This Mothers’ Day May 10th we are asking folks
to remember or honor their Moms by purchasing
a Geranium for $3.75. The proceeds from
this sale will go to support Victims Resource
Center! Order forms
and money must be
returned by Sunday
April 19th. Checks
can be made out to
“Victims
Resource
Center” or Faith U.C.C.
or cash is always
good. Geraniums will
be on display Mothers
Day weekend and you
can take them home immediately following the
service. You may purchase them in memory
or honor of anyone. If you would like to honor
one of our shut-ins please see the list in the
narthex and sign your name next to the shut-in,
then fill out the form and hand it in as normal.
The shut-in geraniums will be delivered by our
Outreach Committee and Pastoral Care Team.
Thanks!

Faith Fest will be June 20th. There will be
Tricky Trays, Faith Fest Quilt Raffle, Potato
Pancakes, Chicken Pot Pie, Baked Goods (we
may not have halupki unless someone comes
forward), wonderful entertainment, free crafts
for the kids to make and take. The book room
will also be open. Final hours and times will be
set in an upcoming meeting.
Help will be needed at every station, so please
try to give some time when you can. Please
watch the Sunday Bulletins for further details
(Means you have to come to church, not a bad
idea).

FLOWERS-BULLETINS-CANDLES

You are invited
to remember or
honor loved ones
anytime this year
by sponsoring
f l o w e r s ,
bulletins
or
candles.
The
chart is posted
on the wall
outside the choir
room.
Pick a Sunday that is significant to you and
your loved ones: anniversaries, birthdays, death
days, graduations or any other special days.
Please sign up for your special Sundays and
then follow the instructions posted.
Bulletins are $10 per Sunday, candles $15, table
bouquet $27.00, and altar flowers are $37.50.
Your sponsor message will be listed in the
bulletin on the appropriate Sunday.

ORDER FORM FOR MOTHERS DAY GERANIUMS
Your Name__________________________ Phone # __________________
In Memory of________________________
In Honor of_________________________ Cost is $3.75 per plant
Total Red __________ Total Pink _________ Total Due _______________
Orders due April 19th with payment to either Victim’s Resource Center or Faith UCC
Please send to: Faith UCC, 21 Faith Drive, Hazleton, PA 18202

Memorial Day Flags
Your Name__________________________ Phone # __________________
In Memory of________________________
In Honor of_________________________ Cost is $5.00 per flag
Number of Flags____ Total Due __________
Father’s Day Stones for the Shed
Our Snow Removal Crew has done an
absolutely wonderful job keeping our parking
area clear of snow this past year! We can’t
say thank you loud enough! THANK YOU
to Carl Billig, Bill Hines, Bill Stauffer and
Alue Wagner! We are looking to raise money
to build a shed for the trucks they use for
plowing. Maintenance and emergency repairs
this past winter were brutal because they had
to work outside. Even a simple changing of a
tire became arduous with the wind blowing the
snow. Sooooo we are starting to raise money
to build a truck shed. We are inviting everyone
to honor or remember their Dad’s for Fathers’
Day by purchasing a virtual Stone for $5. Fill
out the form and return it by June 14th. These
will then be listed in the bulletin for Fathers’
Day June 21st and our Snow Removal Crew
will be ever so grateful.

Orders due by May 17. Flags will be displayed outside the church through July 5th. Thanks!
Please send to: Faith UCC, 21 Faith Drive, Hazleton, PA 18202

Order Form for Fathers’ Day Virtual Stones for Truck Shed
Your Name__________________________ Phone # __________________
In Memory of________________________
In Honor of_________________________ $5 per Virtual Stone
Total # of Stones _____________________ Total Due ________________
Orders due June 14th with payment
Please send to: Faith UCC, 21 Faith Drive, Hazleton, PA 18202

Come and Worship the Lord in Spirit and Truth!
April 5th is the first Sunday of Easter, so by the time you get this Newsletter we will be celebrating Jesus’ Resurrection and the new life that it brings! With
this beautiful gift Eternal Life for each of us, it makes me think….What if Heaven had visiting hours? Who would you like visit? During the 50 Days of
Easter (7 Sundays) we will be Visiting Heaven by looking at Jesus’ words spoken about Heaven. (Last year we reviewed the plethora of books written about
real people visiting heaven). Then Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples, is May 24th this year. The Season of Pentecost stretches all the
way until November 22nd. The Official liturgical color for this season is green (although our Minister of Fine Arts uses lots of colors – thank goodness – and
Lee!) But the green color is indicative of the growing season of the church year. Our theme for Pentecost is “Love Grows Here!” Come and Worship!
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VI Easter/Communion John 15:9-17 Visits to Heaven
Visiting Hours
Vespers/Communion
VII Easter/Communion Mark 10:17-31 Google Maps
Visits to Heaven
Vespers
Memorial Day/Pentecost Acts 1:1-21 Love Grows Here
Vespers
Pentecost I John 3:1-17 Love Grows Here Again and
Again
Lay Pastors in Training Installed
Vespers/Communion New Members
Pentecost II/Communion Mark 3:20-35 Love Grow Here
Amongst Rumors
Vespers
Pentecost III Mark 4:26-34 Love Grows Here from
Mustard Seed
Vespers
Pentecost IV Mark 4:35-41 Two Word Sermon
Vespers
Pentecost V General Synod in Cleveland
Vespers/Communion
Pentecost VI/Communion Mark 6:1-13 Love Grows Here
with Power
Vespers/Pet Blessing
Pentecost VII/Pet Blessing II Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 Love
Grows Here with Joy
Vespers/Christmas in July
Pentecost VIII/Christmas in July Luke 2:1-14 Love
Grows Here in a Manger
Vespers
Pentecost IX John 6:1-21 Love Grows Here by the
Bushels

You may drop off articles at the church office. Church office hours
are: Wednesday from Wednesday 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM Faith UCC
e-mail address: faithucchaz@verizon.net Building Superintendent:
Judy Hartzel – 459-2923 Circle of Prayer – To add names, call Carol
Koch at 788-1038

7:00

May 10

Worship Services:
Saturday 6:00 PM
Sunday
8:00 and 10:00 AM
Sunday School: 9:00 AM
Church Office Phone: 454-5982
Kitchen Phone: 454-8427
Rev. Hess Cell Phone: 401-2239
Address: 21 Faith Drive
		
Hazleton, PA 18202

April 2

Mid-Week Lent Services @ St. Peter’s Episcopal
Revelations 21:22-22:5 The One Tree of Life Grows on
Both Sides of the River
Maundy Thursday Taize-like Service “Dark Night of the
Soul”
Good Friday Quiet Service (Come and Go anytime during
these hours that Jesus hung on the cross). Light a candle,
pray, read the Passion passages in the Bible or the hymns
Good Friday Service with Chime Choir playing - John
18:1-12
Easter Vigil Service (On this Holy Dark Night Jesus goes
from death to life – come and experience the fire, the
water – we even have a Baptism – word and sacrament!)
Easter Sonrise Service and 10:00 Easter Service John
20:1-18 “One Foot in Heaven”
Vespers/Communion (Remember we have communion
every Easter Weekend)
II Easter/Communion Matthew 5:1-12/John 20:19-31
“Visits to Heaven – No Doubters Please!”
Holocaust Memorial Service at Augudas Israel on Pine
Street in Hazleton
Watoto Choir – Come and Enjoy these young people
from Africa! Marvelous!
III Easter/Communion Luke 24:36b-48 Visits to Heaven
in a Prayer
Vespers/Communion
IV Easter/Communion John 10:11-19 Visits to Heaven
Escorted by the Shepherd
Freeland Choir “Come Walk with Me”
Vespers/Communion
V Easter/Communion John 15:1-8 Visits to Heaven in
Parables
Vespers/Communion

Wish to submit an article for the newsletter?
Please send submissions to :
Karen Herb
PO Box 373
Beaver Meadows, PA 18216-0373
Email: herb2857@aol.com
Phone: (570) 497-4749

7:00

Mark your calendars!
The deadline for our Aug/Sept/Oct 2015
Newsletter is July 5th Please be prompt!

April 1

